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Former Gaithersburg Man Convicted in 2016 Double Shooting at North Laurel Motel 

At the conclusion of a five-day trial on Friday evening, a Howard County jury convicted a former 

Gaithersburg man in the double shooting at a North Laurel motel where one of the two victims died last 

year.  Kenneth Frizzell Diggs, Jr., 48, of no fixed address, was found guilty of the first-degree murder of 

Amanda Diane Duer, 29, of LaPlata, and the attempted first-degree murder of Derik DeAnthony Henderson, 

34, of Laurel.  

 

Police were called to the Turf Motel at approximately 4:30 a.m. on July 2, 2016 for a report that two victims 

had been shot.  One victim, Duer, was transported to Laurel Regional Hospital and was pronounced dead of a 

single gunshot to the chest.  Henderson was shot in the upper leg and was transported to University of 

Maryland Shock Trauma Center with non-life-threatening injuries.  He testified during the trial as did a 

second woman in the motel room who was not injured. 

 

The trial spotlighted the shadowy world of the Route One corridor where inexpensive motels are frequented 

by pimps and prostitutes, drug dealers and addicts, along with the homeless and vagrants.  Assistant State's 

Attorney Tricia Cecil described the trial principals as "no boy scouts."  Cecil told the jury that Diggs "wanted 

revenge" for a strong-arm robbery that led him to the Turf Motel to retrieve monies taken from him by 

acquaintances acting on behalf of Amanda Duer.  In the hours leading to the shooting, Duer complained that 

Diggs robbed her of over $300 which resulted in a pair of her companions traveling to another motel where 

they robbed Diggs.    

 

Diggs' defense attorneys questioned the credibility of the prosecution's witnesses, including the use of a 

jailhouse informant.  The semi-automatic handgun used in the shooting was never found but gunshot residue 

was recovered from the abandoned clothing Diggs wore on July 2 before he disappeared for 17 days after the 

shooting.  Senior Assistant State's Attorney James Dietrich methodically argued, during his closing, that 

across-the-board consistency and collaboration of testimony by eyewitnesses and others was sufficient for 

conviction.  "These people should be believed; it was Kenneth Diggs who murdered Amanda Duer," he 

stated. 

 

The jury deliberated for three hours before returning guilty verdicts on the eight-count indictment. Howard 

County Circuit Court Judge Timothy J. McCrone set a sentencing date of October 19.  Diggs face a possible 

maximum sentence of life without parole. 
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